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Row. 1. . part of e ver. 20. 


The invif ble Things of Him, from the Creation þ. 
the World, are clearly * known, being underſtood 
by the Things that are made, even his eternal Power 


and „ . 


HE. Apoſtle St. Paul, having aſſerted the 
£ tranſcendent Excellency and Advantages of 
the Chriſtian Religion, as being the Power 
of God unto Salvation, to every one that obe- 
9 diently believes it; endeavours, in many Parts 

of this * 566M Epiſtle, to prove its Divine Authority and 
Obligations, from the perfe& Agreement which it bears with 
the Dictates of Natural Religion, and with the many clear and 
unqueſtionable Teſtimonies of Sacred Prophecy. He plainly 
intimates to Us, in theſe Words, That the manifold Works 
of Creation and Providence are ſo many legible Characters, 
to point out the infinite and adorable Perfections of the Su- 
preme Being; and claim a Religious Acknowledgment from 
the common Reaſon and Underſtanding of Mankind. In the 
foregoing Verſe, he tells us, that there is a vd 935%, or ſome- 
thing that may be known of God, manifeſted to all Men by 
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1 Light of Nature; * that this, ſo far as they either 
Rifle, or act contrary to it, will leave them * altogether with, 
out Excuſe. It were greatly to be wilh'd, that in an Age and 
Nation profeſſing the moſt pure and refined Chriſtianity, 
there were no need of looking back to the firſt Principles o 
Natural Religion, to recommend the invaluable Bleſſing 
of that Divine Revelation, which the Beſt and Wiſeſt of 
Men have, for ſo many Ages, unanimouſly eſteem'd as the 
greateſt Happineſs on this Side Heaven: But the palpable 
Degeneracy and Corruption, both in Principles and Practice, 
into which not a Few, though pretending to a more refined 
Way of Thinking, are ſhamefully ſunk (far, even very far 
beneath the Religious Acknowledgments of the moſt Sober 
and Conſiderate Heathens) may be a ſufficient Excuſe for an 
Attempt of this Nature. It ſhall therefore be the Deſign of 
my following Diſcourſe, to give a brief Account, as r as 
the preſent Time will admit, 
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1, Of the ſtrong and uniyerſal 8 of Natural 
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2. Of the Reaſonableneſs, the ſuperior Kites; and 
ineftimable Worth of the ne Inſtitution. And, 


3 To draw ſome plain and rational Inferences from the 
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excellent Order and infinite Variety, the great Uſefulneſs and 
wiſe Contrivance of all the Works of Creation and Provi- 


dence; and from the numberleſs Productions of Nature, ſo 


admirably ſuited to the Delight and Benefit of Rational 
Beings. Every Part of the viſible World, from the Celeſtial | 
Orbs, down to this lower habitable Earth; from the moſt 
intelligent Creature, to the loweſt Rank of Brutes, and even 
to the meaneſt Inſect, Plant or Mineral, muſt needs appear to 
every Serious and T hinklng Perſon, as the Contrivance of an 
infinitely Wiſe and Almighty Agent; and the Effect of un- 
erring Counſel, as well as of infinite Power. To obſerve a 
_ conſtant Order ng Regularity among ſo many different Parts ; 
to ſee the beautiful Face of Nature decay, and, as it were, 
die every Year, and yet be as conſtantly revived ; to ſee the 
natural Powers and Operations of Things ſuſpended or laid 


| aſleep, at certain Periods, and then reſtored to Life and 


Activity, ſo as to produce their wonted deſirable Effects, for 
the Comfort and Benefit of Mankind; ; cannot, without the 
groſſeſt Abſurdity, be aſcribed to blind Chance, but is an 
undeniable Proof of the provident Care, Wiſdom, Power and 
Goodneſs of the ſupreme Cauſe, which gave Being to all 
Things; and naturally tends to raiſe our Minds (as the Text 

has intimated) both to an Awful Apprehenſion, and a Re- 
ligious Acknowledgment of the 2fexla, or inviſible Things of 
God, even His Eternal Power and Deity; and likewiſe, to 
an Obedience ſuitable to ſuch Knowledge, 7. e. to a becom- 
ing Fear, Love and Reverence of Him, as the higheſt Good; 
by the Exerciſe of all thoſe moral Vertues, and religious 
Acts of Devotion, which are agreeable to His holy Nature 
and Will. This is yet further enforced (as the holy Pfſalmiſt 
* has _— from the e Wonders which appear in 


4 a. 1 11 8 tt . 
* * 


* Palm crx. 14 155 6 | | Lf: 
ES the. 


[8] 
the Compoſition of the Human Frame: Of which the Time, 
allotted me will admit only of very brief and general Hints. 
There is ſcarce any Thing, wherein the Divine Wiſdom, 
Power and Providence are more conſpicuous, than in the, 
admirable Contriyance, the exact Symmetry, and the mutual 
Offices of all the conſtituent Parts, both Solid and Fluid: 
In the provident Deſign of thoſe numberleſs and multiform 
Glands, ſo curiouſly adapted to the great Variety of neceſſary 
Secretions: And in the happy Temperament, the exquiſite 
Texture, the regular Diſtribution, and impulſive Energy of 
the Blood and Spirits, aided by the volatile Nitre of the Air, 
both to feed and cheriſh the tender Lamp of Life, and to 
preſerve a due Exerciſe of the Locomotive and Rational 
Powers. As all theſe jointly agree to prove their Great 
Original; ſo they ought to aſſiſt our Contemplative Enquiries 
after Him, in whom we live, and move, and have our Being. 
But, for this, there will appear a ſtronger Reaſon, if we con- 
ſider the more Sublime and Capacious Part of Man, the Im- 
mortal Soul ; wherein he bears a lively Reſemblance of his 
Almighty Creator. From the great Compals of its Thoughts, 
the boundleſs Extent of its Deſires, and the Vaſtneſs of its 
Capacity, in Conſidering, Examining, Recollecting, Con- 
triving, Reaſoning ; comprehending what is paſt, preſent 
and to come; forming Ideas of inviſible Objects, and reaching 
after a more ſuitable Good than the whole Creation affords; 
what Inference can be more clear and natural, than that there 
is One, only Perfect, moſt Glorious and Infinite Being, the 
immenſe Fountain of Life, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Love; 
who is every way ſufficient to fill and ſatisfy its moſt enlarged 
Deſires? From that innate Principle, called Conſcience, the 
faithful Witneſs and Recorder, of all our Actions, which 
approves them whilſt agreeable to the Rules of Vertue and 
| | Religion, 
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Religion, and gives us ſuch a Truſt in the Divine Goodneſs 


as is ſuperior to all the Troubles of this Life; but con- 


demns every Inſtance of a wicked and unworthy Be- 
haviour ; filling our Minds with the juſt Apprehenf ions 
of a future Account; what Inference is more reaſonable, 
than that there is an Omniſcient Eye, always watching 
over Us to obſerve our Actions; and a ſupreme judge, 
who will paſs a Righteous Sentence upon them? Of this, 
the wiſer Sort of Heathens were apprized; when they 
proved, by ſtrong and invincible Reaſoning, the Soul's Im- 
mortality, and eternal Duration in a Future State, from 
its being an Immaterial Subſtance, and independent on 
the corruptible Body; ſuch as can exert its Operations when 
the Other is aſleep, and appears no better than a warm 
Carcaſe ; and is often more active, clear and vigorous, 
when the Earthly Tabernacle, which impriſons it, is feeble 
and decaying. 'They further argued for its Eternal and 
Incorruptible Nature, from its Noble Aſpirations after 
Divine Wiſdom ; as being Superior to all Bodily Pleaſures, and 
Senſible Objects. From whence they juſtly inferred, That 
ſome more excellent and adequate Satisfaction is prepared 
for this Sublimer Part of Man in another World; and 
that this will be ſo truly perfect, and every way ſullicicht 
to compleat its Happineſs, that Wiſdom, Knowledge ; and 
whatſoever tends to create perfect Love, Satisfaction and 
Joy, ſhall be its peculiar Portion and Reward for ever, 
Great and Excellent Minds are uſually filled with the moſt 
; Glorious and Exalted Hopes ; whilſt their own conſcious 
Vertue and Integrity gives Them a decent and humble 
Confidence in the Approbation and Fayour of a Being 
infinite in be and Mercy. But certainly, no Temper 
on Earth is ſo mean and abject, and in a Word, ſo truly 
B 5 wretched, 
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wretched, as Theirs, who not only content and pleaſe 
Themſelves with a diſtant Hope, that they ſhall be No- 
thing, after this poor and miſerable Life; but, in Deſpite - 
of Reafon, and their own frequent Convictions, labour to 
fancy that They ſhall be ſo. A wretched Hope, at the 
Beſt, if there was any Ground for it; and ſuch as Human 
Nature would ſhudder at the Thoughts of, if they were 
not. conſcious: of a Behaviour which has made them in- 
capable of any thing better, and juſtly liable to what is 
infinitely worſe ! The Inſpired P/almi/} therefore, with great 
Juſtneſs, pronounces that Man a Fool, who preſumes to en- 
tertain the leaſt Imagination in his Heart, hat there is no 
God, and conſequently no future State af. Rewards and 
Puniſhment. For, if he was of a ſound Mind, his own 
Reaſon and Conſcience would aſſure him of the contrary ; 
and that Mankind, without a farther View of Happineſs 
than this World can afford, from that very Power of Think- 
ing, which dignifies them fo much beyond the lower ſen- 
ſitive Beings, would in Reality become the moſt uneaſy and 
diſconſolate Part of the whole Creation. Now, if it will 
oblige thoſe unhappy Perſons, who are under ſuch a deſpe- 
rate Infatuation ; let it be ſuppoſed, againſt all the Reaſon 
in the World, a the ſtrongeſt Proofs which any future 
'Things are capable of, the: the Hopes of a Bleſſed Immor- 
tality ſhould prove deceitful at the laſt; yet it muſt be 
acknowledged, even by the unfaireſt Adverſaries, that they 
are Great and Glorious Hopes, every way ſuited to the 
Dignity of an human Mind; and that there is, at leaſt, a 
preſent Advantage attending them: As they are powerful | 
enough to regulate the diſorderly Paſſions and Affections, 
to ſupport a Man under all the Evils of this Life, and to 


11255 him, with Serenity and Comſort, through the gloomy 
Shades 


EM 
Shades of Death. So that every bold Scoffer at Religion, 
if he will exclude himſelf from a Share in theſe invaluable 
Hopes, without pretending to ſubſtitute any Equivalent in 
the Room of them, would do well to conſider how much 
he is an Enemy to the common Good of others, as well as 
his own; fince Religion is of ſo vaſt Importance to 
the Happineſs and orderly Goyernment of the World, 
that 1t could not long ſubſiſt without thoſe ennobling Vertues 
which are powerfully recommended and enjoined 155 the 
Chriſtian . Therefore 


+ ob des Us to conſider, with Minds unprejudiced, 
the Reaſonableneſs, the ſuperior Advantages, and in- 
eſtimable Worth of that Holy Inſtitution. | 


And certainly, if we take a View of that Bright and 
Glorious Scene which the Evangelical Doctrine has laid open 
to Mankind, we ſhall find it every way amiable, attractive 
and delightfal, beyond all Compariſon, and above the 
higheſt Elegancy of Expreſſion; perfectly agreeable to the 
infinite Wiſdom, Mercy and Goodneſs of God, and to the 
Miſeries, Wants, Imperfections, and even the moſt exalted 
Wiſhes of reaſonable Beings. A Doctrine, which has clearly 
"revealed to Us much more than the Light of Nature, or 
the Mo/aical Inſtitution could ever have done, concerning 
the Glorious Attributes of the Almighty, and His delightful 
Propenſion to beſtow Pardon, Peace, Conſolation and Eternal 
Happineſs on Mankind; under the moſt mild and merciful 
'Conditions, not only arable but eaſy and pleaſant in 
themſelves ! A Doctrine founded in Love and Pity, full of 
Condeſcention and Goodneſs, and of the ſweeteſt Encourage- 
ment and Hope; ſuited to the frail and fallen State of Human 

| B 2 : Nature, 


Fu Y 

Nature, and in every Reſped, worthy of the infinite and 
adorable Perfections of its Divine Author; as it eminently 

tends to reſtore them to a State of Purity, reſembling the 

moral Rectitude of the Supreme and Eternal Mind! Some 
of the Learned and Deep-thinking, among the Heathen 
Writers, were ſenſibly affected with the univerſal Corruption 
and Degeneracy of Human Nature; particularly Plato, 
Maximus Tyrius and Famblicus ; though they were ignorant 
of the only true Means of its Reparation. For, if the whole 
Human Race be conſidered as fallen, and eſtranged from 
God, they cannot but be expoſed to many anxious and per- 
plexing Fears, with regard to that Future and Everlaſting 
State, which their Immortal Souls muſt unavoidably enter 
upon, at the laying down of theſe frail and periſhing Bodies. 
When they refle& ſeriouſly, they muſt needs be ſenſible of 
what is aſſerted in Holy Writ, That all have ſinned, and fallen 
ſhort of the Glory of God ; and that the numberleſs Offences = 
of their whole Lives will ke upon them as an inſupportable | 
Weight, which no future Obedience, if they could attain to 
it in neyer ſo great Perfection, can poſſibly atone for: So 
that, without the Sovereign Mercy of that Infinite Being, 
Vom they are conſcious of having grieyouſly offended, 
they muſt bear the Guilt and Puniſhment to Eternity. In 
this deplorable Caſe, their own Reaſon and Conſcience, which 
is the pure Voice of Nature, can afford but little Comfort; 

or, at beſt, no ſolid and ſatisfactory Aſſurance, from any 
general Notions of the Divine Goodneſs : So that the Mind, 
being variouſly exerciſed between the Two contrary Paſſions 
of Hope and Fear, 1s altogether at a Loſs where to fix itſelf. 
This naturally tends to extinguiſh all ſolid Peace and Joy; 
and both to damp and enfeeble the active Powers of the Soul, 
in its Endeayours of Amendment; ſo long as the ee | 


appears 


(11 
appears doubtful, and the Acceptance of ſuch Endeavours 
uncertain. Now, under this weak and helpleſs State, we 

are aſſured, that Grace and Truth came, or were manifeſted 
to the World, by Jeſus Chriſt : Grace, or Fayour, to free 
them from the condemning Power of the Divine Law; and 
Truth, to guide and eſtabliſh them in the Way of Peace and 


Holineſs. By the infinite Value of His Sacrifice, He has 


delivered all thoſe who obediently believe in Him, from 
the Sentence of Eternal Death; and by His perfect Obe- 
dience He has purchaſed for them Reconciliation, and Ac- 
ceptance with God. In Him, the Sacred Harmony of the 
Divine Attributes is eminently exalted, and diſplay'd to 
Mankind: So that Juſtice and Holineſs, Mercy and Truth 
have met together ; and Righteouſneſs, Joy and Peace have 
 kiffed each other. If we trace him through the ſhort Time 
of his Abode on Earth, we ſhall find the bright Rays of 
Divinity ſhining with a aper Gb Luſtre, in his Perſon, 
Doctrine and Works; and proving his divine Miſſion and 
Authority with the moſt convincing and irreſiſtable Light. 
His mean and humble Birth, though ſuited to the happy End 
for which he came into the World, was attended with a. 

glorious Retinue of witneſſing Angels : ; who proclaimed, 


with a 'Tranſport of Joy, the bleſſed Deſign and inyaluable 


Benefits of his wonderful Incarnation : And whilſt the 
Eternal Deity condeſcended to humble Himſelf with a State 
of Infancy below, an extraorqinary Star, ſuch as the World 
had never ſeen, and acknowledged with diſtinguiſhing Re- 
marks, even by Heathen Writers, appeared as his Witneſs 
and Record in Heaven. This was confirmed by thoſe pions 
and diſcerning Sages, who, by its ſpecial Guidance, came fo. 
far from the Eaſtern Parts of the World, to pay their early 
Homage to the Saviour and _ of Iſrach. By a Divine 
f Impulſe, 
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Impulſe, the Good old Simeon and Anna, who, in a long 
continued Courſe of Devotion and Prayer, had waited for the 
Conſolation of Iſrael, with an Eeſtacy of Joy, bare an open 
Teſtimony to the Holy Child Feſus ; as the Accompliſhment 
of the Promiſe made to their Fore-fathers, and exactly agree- 
ing with the Characters recorded of him by their own Prophets. 
The Learned Doctors and Chief Rabbies, with whom he 
diſputed, at Twelve Years old, were abundantly convinced 
that his Wiſdom and Depth of Reaſoning were more than 
Human, whilſt their prejudiced Minds would not ſtoop to 
acknowledge him as ſuch. At his Publick Baptiſm, both 
the Father and Holy Spirit atteſted that he was he Son of 
God, and the true Mah: The former, by an audible 
Voice from Heayen; and the latter, by deſcending viſibly 
upon him, in the Reſemblance of a Dove. His Doctrine, 
which tended to promote the pureſt Morality, and the Love 
of God, was clear, plain and familiar, yet awfully Majeſtick; 

and * confeſſed to ſurpaſs all that the World had ever heard. 

His Miracles were generally adapted to relieve the Miſeries 
of Mankind, and acknowledged by his bittereſt Enemies, 
to be unqueſtionable ; whilſt, with equal Malice and Abſur- 
dity, they aſcribed them to an Infernal Power. Every Blind 
Perſon, whom he reſtored to Sight, in the View of numberleſs 
Spectators, could not but diſcern his Almighty and irreſiſtible 
Hand: And every dead Body, whom he inftantaneouſly 
raiſed to Life, was an unexceptionable Proof that he PFulneſs 
of the Godhead dwelt in Him. The latter returned from a State 
of Silence, to proclaim his Glory; and gave a powerful 
Teſtimony to his Miſſion from Heaven. The Evil Spirits 
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Which were ejected by el not only obeyed nis ken ſtlefs 
Commands, but were more Orthodox than the reviling Pha- 
riſees, or modern Jnfidels ; for they acknowledged that he 
was the Chriſt, the Holy One of God. Im a Word; Miracles 5 
attended him to the Croſs, and to the Grave; darkehed the 
sun, for Three Hours in its Meridian Strength, when no 
Eclipſe could happen from a Natural Cauſe; ſhook the Earth 
do its deepeſt Center; rent in twain the a tut Partition of the 
moſt Holy Place ; releas d many of the Priſoners of Hope, to 
accompany their Almighty Deliverer, by an earlier Flight 
into the Regions of Bleſſedneſs ; and opened the guarded 
Sepulchre at the-prefixed 'Time, to make Way for his Re- 
aſcenſion to the Right Hand of the Majeſty on hieh.. Nor 
did the Witneſſes to his Deity, and Heavenly Doctrine, ceaſe 
here: For, as the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
teſtifies, That Word of Salvation which was, at the firſt, 
ſpoken by Jeſus the Lord, was afterwards confirmed and pub- 
liſhed to the World by . thoſe that heard him God himſelf 
bearing them Witneſs, both with Signs and Miracles, and diver ſe 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own Mill. Thus, 
the Truth and Certainty, the irreſiſtible Force and Efcacy 
of this Divine Doctrine, againſt the united Malice and Op- 
poſition both of Jewiſh and. Gentile Adverſaries, became 
_ tranſmitted to all Nations, in their great Variety of Lan- 
guages; and being eminently; accompanied with the imme-- 
diate Influence of the Holy Spirit, made ſuch powerful Im- 
preſſion on their Minds, as prov'd abundantly ſufficient both: 
to conyince an Unbelieving World, and to change the very 
Frame and Complexion of their Souls into the Love and: 
Obedience, and even into the Nature and Likeneſs of it. 
To contemplate the Beauty, the Reaſonableneſs and the in- 


eſtimable Adyantages of the Chriſtian Religion, in reſpe& of 
> the 
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the preſent, and of the future Life, is indeed powerful enough 
to recommend it in every Age. But what is this, to a Mind 
ſour'd with inveterate Prejudice, drowned in Senſuality, and 
hardened by ſuch atheiſtical Notions as are ſuited to its own 
unhappy Choice? In the ordinary Courſe, and Reaſon of 
Things, the Tongue of Man, or of an Angel, can avail 
but little, till the Minds of ſuch Perſons are preyiouſly diſ- 
poſed to receive the moſt ſacred and important Truth with 
Meekneſs and pure Affection; and with a Willingneſs to 
ſubmit to clear and rational Evidence of its Divine Authority, 
and of the happy Ends for which it was ſo graciouſly re- 
vealed to Mankind. Such is that holy and invaluable Re- 
ligion which we profeſs : A Religion, that is perfectly agree- 
able to the Dictates of pure and unprejudiced Reaſon; as it 
highly tends to illuſtrate the infinite Wiſdom, Goodacſh and 
Love of God, and lays the only Foundation of true Hap- 
pineſs to Mankind in this World, with the ſure Pledge of a 
bleſſed Immortality in the next. A Religion planted by 
Men of the moſt holy and unblemiſhed Characters: Who, 
for the Love of it, quitted all the pleaſing Gratifications of 
this Life; and, after a Courſe of the moſt painful Labours, 
Hardſhips and Sufferings on Earth, joyfully offered up their 
Lives, in the Defence of it. A Religion embraced, and 
eminently vindicated againſt the groundleſs Cavils of its 
avowed Enemies, by Men of the cleareſt Reaſon, the moſt 
diſcerning Judgment, and the moſt diftinguiſhing Abilities in 
every Age; as well as powerfully recommended by ſuch 
viſible Credentials from Heaven, as plainly prove its great 
Original, the eternal Fountain of Wiſdom and Truth. It 
has hitherto made its Way, with Victory and Triumph, 


through all the Oppoſition of former Ages, and will continue 
to do ſo, unto the End of Time; when its Glorious Author 
ly ſhall 


„ 
mall appear, with the Enſigns of Divine Majeſty, to judge 
the World in Righteouſneſs, and to give a ſuitable Reward 
both to the faithful Profeſſors, and the obſtinate Contemners 
of it. | 


I would conclude this Argument with two or three plain 
and rational Inferences, adapted to the too growing Infidelity 
of the preſent Age. And, 


1. We may hence ils the Agreeableneſs and Subſeryiency 
of Natural ts to that which is Revealed. 


The former leads 'Men to an 1 and religion 4 
ledgment of the Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of God, and 
of his great Beneficence to Mankind, from the Works of 
Creation, and the ordinary Courſe of his Providence; to- 
gether with ſome kind of general Hope in his Mercy: But 
the latter plainly points out to them the bleſſed Means of 
their Reconciliation, conſidered as fallen and miſerable Crea- 
tures; with the only acceptable Manner of ſerving him, 
according to the infinite Purity of his Nature and Will. 
To contemn or vilify this, where it has been long received 
and enjoyed, is offering Violence to Reaſon, and the Light 
of Nature: And as it will prove the * great, or moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing Condemnation, in the final Day of Account; ſo it 
muſt needs intitle to a far greater Degree of Guilt and Pu- 
niſhment, than that of the moſt Ignorant and Idolatrous 
among the Heathen World. For every ſuch preſumptuous, 
incorrigible and unthinking Perſon, as will reject or diſparage 
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2 Divine Reyelation, mercifully intended for the higheſt 
Happineſs of Mankind, wilfully prefers the dim Light of 
an imagined Self: ulliciency, to the Truth, Wiſdom and Love 
of God; and thereby ſinks very far beneath, or rather acts 
contrary to the pure Dictates of Natural Religion, and of 
that very Reaſon which he has made his Idol, and fondly 
_ contends for. Tis, indeed, amazingly ſtrange, that any one, 
who will give way to a juſtneſs of Thought, can have a 
low Eſteem of ſuch a Religion, as effectually tends to de- 
liver Mankind from Sin, from Miſery, and eternal Death. 
What an Height of Infatuation muſt it needs be, to deſpiſe, 
and underyalue a Doctrine, which gives the only true Hopes 
of Pardon, Reconciliation and everlaſting Happineſs, to thoſe 
who had altogether forfeited it! which incourages and en- 
_ ables Men to appear before God with Comfort; though their 
Sins and Failings are many, and the beſt of their Obedience 
ſhaded with ImperfeQion ! And which propoſes theſe invalu- 
able Privileges, upon the moſt ſolid and infallible Grounds ; 
ſuch as the a and F W of God! 


a. From what has bien already Laid, we may infer the 
Unreaſonableneſs, the extream Folly, and the final 
Miſery of omg looſe and atheiſtical Sentiments. 


Not only the abundant Teſtimonies in Holy Scripture, 
but our own Reaſon aſſures us, That there is a natural Senſe 
of a Deity implanted in all Reaſonable Beings ; which is the 
firſt Principle of true Religion. As this is cheriſhed and 


obeyed, *twill neceſſarily lead Men to an humble Truft and 
Confidence, and to a ſuperlative Joy and Delight in that in- 
finitely Gracious Being, as the firſt and chief Good. The 
further happy * will be a conſtant Endeavour to 
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pleaſe and honour Him, by the internal Acts of Adoration 
and Praiſe, and by a Conformity to all his imitable Perfections. 
But every Diſſolute, Sceptical and Unbelieying Perſon, by 
aſſuming a State of Independence, acts contrary to the genuine 

Dictates of his own Underſtanding; puts a Force upon Nature, 
and violates the eternal Rules of Reaſon and Truth. Having, 
by gradual Steps, made the dreadful Conqueſt upon himſelf, 


ſo as to bear down the troubleſome Convictions of Conſcience, | 


and all ſerious Reflexion, it becomes neceſſary to the Quiet 


of ſuch a ſtupid and indolent State of Mind, to form a Set of 


Notions ſuitable to the Support of it; and to imagine, againſt 
the ſtrongeſt Evidence to the contrary, that there is no Su- 


preme, Omniſcient and Almighty Being; that the moraF 
Difference between Good and Exil is altogether imaginary ; 
that Men are wholly at Liberty to gratify Senſe, in all its 


Exorbitances ; without being liable either to Self- condem- 
nation at preſent, or to any Superior Power, that can call 


them to a future Account; and that when they die, their 


whole Being will be extinct, and all the Principles of Nature 
reduced to their firſt Nothing. But this is ſuch a wild, ex- 


travagant and inconſiſtent Way of Thinking (if it can de- 
ſerve the Name of Thought) as contradicts the common 


Principles of Reaſon and Truth, and the univerſal Sentiments 


of the Sober and judicious Part of Mankind, in every Age 


and Nation ſince the World began: And it is fo far from 


_ affording any ſolid Satisfaction to thoſe unhappy Perſons, who 


preſumptuouſly cheriſh it, that they are ſeldom, for any long 


Time, conſiſtent with themſelyes. Their whole Scheme is 


made up of bare Negatives, and reſolute Contradiction; 


whilſt the beſt Notions they have ever yet advanced, are ſo 
precarious, that no wiſe and thinking Perſon, if he had Ten 
thouſand Souls, would venture One of them upon ſo weak a 
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Foundation, Doubts and Fears very often unavoidably break 
in upon them: So that, in many known Inſtances, they have 
not been able to Cond the Force of terrible Convictions, at 
the Approaches of Death ; nor the Dread of a Deity, to exa- 
mine and paſs a Righteous Sentence upon their paſt Conduct. 
As the trueſt Satisfaction in the World ariſes from a lively 
Senſe of Reconciliation with God ; from a Conformity to the 
Principles of rectified Reaſon, and to the immutable Rule of 
Righteouſneſs and Truth which he has revealed to Mankind; 
and, in one Word, from a Mind tinctured with univerſal 
Goodneſs : So there is no greater Anxiety or Diſquiet, which 
Ve can ſorm an Idea of, than that which ariſes from a Diſtruſt 
of the Being, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Love of God; from a 
fixed Prejudice againſt, and a reſolute Endeavour to efface 
the indelible Principles of Natural Religion, which Mankind 
in general affent to, and which are the Foundation of Safety, 
Comfort and Happineſs to the Univerſe. All the forced 
Gaiety, and bold Sallies of ſatirical Wit cannot keep up a 
tolerable Evenneſs in ſuch miſerably diſtorted Minds, For 
Nature will ſometimes recoil, and be too hard for them: 
Jealouſies and Doubts will alternately prevail; and force them, 
as much as is poſſible, to flee from their own guilty Thoughts, 
and from the wild Notions which they have-imbibed, by ſuch 
dreadful, and yet unavoidable Suggeſtions as theſe, © What 
« if, ater all, it ſhould be found that there 1s a Supreme, 
« infinitely Wile, Powerful and Righteous Being ? 'That he 
« will judge all Mankind according to the Purity of that Law 
« implanted in their Nature; and fſiich as have enjoy'd the 
« Revelation of his bleſſed Will, according to their faithful 
Obedience, or preſumptuous Contempt of it? And that he 
„will uphold their Being, in an eternal Duration, to un- 


„ dergo me invariable Sanctions of that Divine Law, both 
T5 Natural 
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1 Naturel and Revealed, which he had enjoyned them: 30 5 
T herefore, | 


Laſtly: we may infer, that the true Happineſs, of this Life, 
as well as the only comfortable Proſpect into Eternity, 
is founded i in the Chriſtian Doctrine and F aith. 


xe" cre be any ſuch Happineſs as is wad of human 
Nature, to be enjoyed or hoped for in this World; if pure 
and uncorrupted Reaſon, and not vitiated Appetites, be ad- 
mitted for the true Standard of Pleaſure; it will undeniably 
follow, that he is the happieſt Man upon Earth, who lives 
according to the Purity of his Reaſon, guided by the ſuperior ' 
Light of Divine Revelation. He enjoys a Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction every way worthy of himſelf; ſuch as ariſes from 
| a Great and Generous Mind, from a conſtant Courſe of good 
and vertuous Actions, and a right Uſe of that Liberty, which, 
as a moral Agent, he has been intruſted with, by the ſupreme 
and infinitely Wiſe Being. For it is no other than à natural 
Conſequence, that every one who is ſo happy as to live thus, 
by the pure Rules of Reaſon and Religion, ſhould be always 
conſiſtent with himſelf ; free from the Violence of hurtful 
and irregular Paſſions ; 5 being at Peace with God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould enjoy the continual Repaſt of a good 
Conſcience, which the whole World cannot rob him of. His 
Courſe on Earth is eaſy and ſafe, and his Proſpect into Hea- 
ven clear and unclouded; whilſt he ſteadily purſues the true 
End.of Living, and keeps the Incorruptible Crown, of” h 
Bleſſed Immortality, always in View. Happy then, is every 
one, who, by the Divine Bleſſing on a Religious Education, 
has e 4 fair Progreſs in the Ways of Chriſtian Piety. 


| For (whatſoever ſome may think to the e to eſcape 
the 


1 


the flowing Torrent of Profaneneſs and Infidelity, in a looſe 
and degenerate Age; to love and honour the Beſt and Kindeſt 
Being, by an obedient Conformity to his revealed Will; to be 
daily conyerſant in the Statutes of Heaven, the Sacred Springs 
of Divine Knowledge, and the unerring Rule of Life; and 
to contemplate the adorable Perfections of Him who is infi- 
nitely Fairer than the Children of Men; of Him who is the 
Eſſential Wiſdom and Glory of the Father, full of Grace and 
Truth; is a Proof of the moſt exalted Vertue, the ſoundeſt 
Judgment, and the moſt excellent Conduct. Ina Word; the 
Mind that is thus happily inriched, has a Treaſure inex- 
hauſtible, an everlaſting Poſſeſſion, Sth a lively Fore-taſte of 
that future Bleſſedneſs which it ardently aſpires after. This 
will not only keep a Man in perfect Friendſhip with himſelf, 
and with all others of the moſt diſtinguiſhing Judgment and 
Merit, but, when he comes to finiſh his Days in Peace, will 
accompany him into the other World, and receive a final 
Approbation from the infinitely good _ gracious Being, the 
Supreme Judge and Rewarder of all Mankind. | 


And now, having endeavoured to ſhew the Harmony be- 
tween Natural Religion, and that which is divinely Revealed ; 
and likewiſe the Unreaſonableneſs, Folly and Danger of 
Atheiſtical Sentiments ; give me Leave to add, That Jon, 
Gentlemen, whoſe proper Buſineſs it is, to know and ſearch 
farther into the many uſeful Productions of Nature, in the 
vegetable, Animal and Mineral Worlds, with their various 
Preparations and Improvements ; ou, who have ſo many Op- 
portunities to obſerve the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the Divine 
Providence, both in implanting -their peculiar Vertues, and 
diſcovering their admirable Efficacy, to relieve the Maladies 
and Miſeries of Mankind; You, I ay, would be, of all Men 


the 
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the blk inexcuſable, if you ſhould be ſo unmindful of the 
Gracious Author and Giver of all good Things, as to fall in 
with that Deluge of Profaneneſs and Irreligion, which ſeems 
to be more and more breaking in upon us: And eſpecially, if 
You ſhould, in any meaſure countenance the daring Efforts 
of thoſe Enemies to human Happineſs, who take, a Pride in 
vilifying their Almighty Creator and Benefactor, in his Name, 
Honour and Worſhip; and in the Revelation of his Bleſſed 
Will to Mankind, by Jeſus Chriſt. I hope far better 7 hings 
of Zou And make no Queſtion, but that You will unani- 
mouſly agree with the Holy P/a/mif# in thoſe becoming Ac- 
knowledgments, — O Lord, how excellent is thy Name in all 
the Earth ! How manifold are thy Works ! In Wiſdom haſt thou 

made them all; the Earth is full of thy Riches. O that Men 
would therefore praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and for his 
wonderful Works to the Children of Men! And, above all, 
that You will join with the Great Apoſtle, in giving Thanks to 
God the Father through Jeſus Chriſt By whom, and for whom 
all Things were created, both in Heaven and on Earth; and in 
whom are hid all the T1 reaſures of Divine Wiſdom and Kandy ; 


ng ſuch a ſure Anchor, in the Diving Promiſes, which 
are immutable, as the ſupreme and infinite Being, I preſume 
You will proceed, with a pious and ſtedfaſt Reſolution, oO 
lay hold on the bleged Hope of eternal Life, which God, who 
cannot he, has given us in our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 
At whoſe glorious Appearance, all the dark Miſts of Scepticiſm, 
Ignorance and Error, which now ariſe out of the Bottomleſs 
Pit, ſhall be eternally diſſipated; to make Way for that 
happy and deſirable State of Things, wherein a clear and 
comprehenſive Knowledge in the deep Myſteries of Nature 
and Providence, joined with uniyerſal Charity, ſhall ſhine 
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out in its perſect Luſtre: And wherein - here | ſhall "OL more 
Death, neither Sickneſs, Sorrow or Pain; but all the nr wh 
Labours You haye undergone, in relieying the Miſeries of the 
Afflicted, ſhall return an Hundred- fold into Vour own Boſom, 
and be eyerlaſtingly rewarded with that diſtinguiſhing Sen- 
tence —= Hell done, good and faithful Servants; ; enter e into 
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the Foy of your Lard At | ©: | $ 5 J . 7 
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"Which God grant, for his 8 ſake. in Feſas Chriſi 
To whom, with the Holy Ghoſt, be 22 en ard 


Su, , 008080 far ever. Amen. 
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